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KING COUNTY EXTENSION ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2005:
     •  Secured nearly $1,000,000 in extra-mural funding available in 2005 for WSU programs
     •  Secured over $750,000 in extra-mural funding for 2006 programs
     •  Had personal contact with nearly 100,000 King County residents
     •  Conducted over 16,000 public presentations
     •  Trained over 100 new volunteers, adding to the existing 833 active volunteers
     •  Volunteers contributed nearly 40,000 hours of volunteer service back to their communities
     •  Created over 100 items of scholarly work

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, U. S. Department of Agriculture, and King County.  Extension programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local  Extension office.

WSU King County Extension (KCE) 
experts have been helping individuals, 
families, and communities improve 
stewardship and quality of life in urban 
and rural King County for nearly 100 
years. WSU offers informal education 
opportunities in two major areas: a) 
youth and family programming including 
4-H Youth Development, nutrition, 
and parenting; and b) natural resources 
including agriculture, food systems, 
forestry, and Master Gardeners.  Also, 
through WSU’s Distance Degree Program 

(http://distance.wsu.edu/), members of the 
community have access to higher education, 
including for-credit classes from WSU taught 
via live, inter-active voice and video classes.

Our goal is simple and ambitious.  We want 
King County to be a great place to live for 
all its residents.  We know we can reach that 
goal, because we don’t try to reach it alone.  
We rely on numerous partners, who help 
us reach this goal by partnering in program 
development and delivery or through direct 
funding of our programs.  

Specific Program Impacts:
• Over 1,200 people attended the 4th annual Small Farm Expo at the King County Fairgrounds, “Every 

year this Expo gets better!”
• Over 5,500 people visited King County farms during the 7th annual Harvest Celebration Farm Tour, in 

addition to the 250 students from Seattle elementary schools at kick-off  farm field trips.
• Forest Stewardship Coached Planning classes reached over 100 people, representing over 1,700 

forested acres and resulted in over 185 acres being managed under new forest stewardship plans. 
• Extension Watershed Stewardship program volunteers logged nearly 1,000 hours and program prepares 

to make changes.
• Extension Livestock Advisors program undergoes changes, reaches over 1,200 individuals through new 

workshops.
• Over 200 landowners learned how to use Composted Livestock Manure, from tail to garden.
• Biological Control of  Noxious Weeds program worked with 12 insect species for 9 different noxious 

weeds.
• The Cultivating Success program’s Tilling the Soil of  Opportunity class resulted in 12 business plans being 

developed for new King County agricultural businesses.



Your Education, Your Extension.  Visit us at: www.metrokc.gov/wsu-ce
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• The Commercial Agriculture & Community Horticulture program trained 36 citizen-scientist 
volunteers to be a frontline on detecting exotic pests.

• Over 200 individuals from 23 cities participated in the 12 Extension Education Events.
• Teens who have completed the Household Hazardous Waste program’s Hazardous on the Home-front 

have taught over 1,000 elementary school kids during the program’s four years.
• Veteran Master Recycler Composter volunteers received advanced training in water conservation & 

reclamation and wastewater treatment.
• The Master Gardener program volunteers contributed  26,000 hours, reaching 42,000 adult residents of  

King County with  information about environmentally safe garden practices and now serves as a model in 
Texas, Florida, and Japan.

• New Water Quality Curriculum nears completion.
• Creating a Healthy Foodshed received a letter of  support from King County Executive Ron Sims for 

the establishment of  a Seattle/King County Food Policy Council.
• Food $ense CHANGE’s Healthy Food in Motion campaign had 120 hand-drawn healthy eating 

advertisements placed in METRO busses and was recognized with articles in the Seattle P-I and 
Nickelodeon News.

• Food $ense SNAC contacted over 13,000 low-income youth and adults with healthy nutrition messages.
• Over 2,200 limited income families, speaking five different languages, completed the 6-12 lesson series of 

Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP).
• Over 200 childcare providers completed Washington STARS (State Training and Registration System) 

approved workshops.
• 4-H’s Rite of  Passage program resulted in life-changing events for teens as they prepared to pass to 

adulthood.
• Urban 4-H Program in Kent exposed 240 students to 4-H through nutrition and cooking projects.
• 84 youth were recruited through Spanish and English newsletters, to participate in an Expanding 4-H 

summmer camp in Renton, White Center, and Seattle.

Brad Gaolach, Director   
WSU King County Extension  
206-205-3110 ~~ brad.gaolach@metrokc.gov

919 SW Grady Way, Suite 120
Renton WA 98055-2980
http://www.metrokc.gov/wsu-ce

Financially, KCE is funded through four main revenue sources: a) direct allocation from King County 
government, b) funding from WSU for faculty and staff in the KCE office, c) grants, fees, and 
sponsorships obtained by KCE faculty and staff, and d) WSU support for infrastructure, state and regional 
specialists, and overall Extension support.  The above graph shows the history of this funding since 1999.


